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Photographer Name: ~ Robert Wise Date: 1999
Negative Location: Robert Wise Consulting, Station Square 1, Suite 104,

37 N. Valley Road, Paoli PA 19301




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - DATA SHEET

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation

89B
IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION
Survey Code: 005 Tax Parcel/Other No.:_66 00 00646 00 8 Block Unit #022-004
County: 1. Montgomery 091 2.
Municipality: 1. ___Whitpain Township 2.
Address: 901 Butler Pike Historic Name: _Broad Axe Tavern
Other Name:
Owner Name/Address: ___Iohn I McDevitt 901 Butler Pike Ambler PA_ 19002
Owner Category:___x_Private —Public-local ______Public-state _____ Public-federal
Resource Category: _x_Building _District _ Site __Structure —— Object
Number/Approximate Number of Resources Covered by This Form:__1
USGS Quad: 1. Lansdale 2.
U™ A. C.
References: B. D.

HISTORIC AND CURRENT FUNCTIONS

Historic Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A. Inn 1757 5,750 SF Land 1.50 Acre Commercial L
B. L
C. L
D. L
Particular Type: A.

B.

C.

D.
Current Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A. Restaurant Commercial
B. e
C. L
D. L

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Classification: A. Gothic Revival
B. L C. s
D. L Other: _
Exterior Materials:  Foundation __ stone Roof _
Walls stucco Walls e
Other Other s

Structural System: 1. 2 L

Width Depth _ Stories/Height__ 3.5




HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Year Built: ca. 1757 Additions/Alterations Dates: _ ca. ca.
Basis for Dating: x  Documentary Physical
Explain: Tax records

Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation: 1. 2. Associated Individuals: 1. 2.
Associated Events: 1 2. Architects/Engineers: 1 ' 2.
Builders: 1. 2.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

PREVIOUS SURVEY, DETERMINATIONS

EVALUATION (Survey Director/Consultants Only)

Individual NR Potential:  Yes x No Context(s):
Contributes to Potential District  Yes _ No District Name/Status:

Classification: Although heavily altered, the Broad Axe Tavern conveys a sense of history. The
Township considers this building a landmark. Class I.

THREATS

Threats: x__ 1. None 2. Public Development 3. Private Development 4. Neglect 5. Other

Explain:

SURVEYOR INFORMATION
Surveyor Name/Title: _Robert Wise  Date: 6/16/2000
Project Name:

——_ Whitpain Township Historic Resource Survey
Organization: ____ Robert Wise Consulting/Whitpain Township  Telephone: _(610) 722-5818

Street and No.: __Station Square 1, Suite 104, 37 North Valley Road
City, State: Paoli, Pa Zip Code: 19301

Additional Survey Documentation: n/a
Associated Survey Codes: n/a




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY FORM
NARRATIVE SHEET 89C

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Survey Code: 005 Tax Parcel/Other No.:_66 00 00646 00 8 Block-Tinit #022-004
County: Montgomery 091 Municipality: - Whitpain Township

Address: — 901 Butler Pike
Historic/Other Name: _ Broad Axe Tavern

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Broad Axe Tavern is a prominent resource at the northwest corner of Butler and Skippack
Pikes. It is a 3.5 story structure with a cross-gabled roof (asphalt shingles), stucco walls, and
contains several additions, most of which are one story. The building has some similarities to the
basket store at DeKalb and Skippack. The 3.5 story core was probably constructed in two
sections. Fenestration is not symmetrical across the main facade facing Butler Pike. Windows are
mainly 6x6 sash with smaller 6x6 or 1x1 sash windows serving the upper level.

Classification: Although heavily altered, the Broad Axe Tavern conveys a sense of history.
The Township considers this building a landmark. Class I.
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language changes drastically. An example of this is the land demarkation. The “Broad

Axe Tavern” is now located quite simply at the such and such corner and in a certain town
or village and contains a certain amount of land. In the 19th century it is located at 4
stone’s throw from a point and just so many paces toward or away from said point. In

accordance with the boundary descriptions changing, likewise do the descriptions of the

As 1 reached my end at Norristown, | was referred to the Archives Room in the
Philadelphia City Hall, where al] the deeds prior to 1784 are kept. Rather than the well
organized microfilm files, I was now leafing through endless deed books in desperate need
of conditioning or repair. Often, I would find the appropriate deed but with no prior deed.
This then meant looking through the wil] of the last owner-or owners hoping to find the
name of the person from whom it was obtained.

My luck was slim, and my findings were few; however, the facts are as follows:

buildings had ceased being sold for profit. Rather, it was passed down through the
family, and with it, each new owner did what he could. The earljest owner that |
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